
2020-2021 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
COVID-19 Planning Guide for grades K-8 

Premise  

Safe but practical. This is our pledge to our school families and faculty as we look forward to returning to                    
Christian education at our school this fall. This COVID-19 Plan minimizes the risk for students and teachers                 
and enables Christ-centered learning in a practical manner. As new research emerges and situations change,               
these guidelines are subject to change. To that end, may God bless our continued efforts in keeping our school                   
safe as we prepare students for life and eternity. 

Goals 

● Use Christian love to establish safe but practical guidelines for the safety of our school families and                 
faculty. 

● Maintain essential school services so that all the students of St. John’s School can continue to grow in                  
their Christian education. 

● Minimize the spread of the virus within our school, church, and community. 
● Maintain continuity of learning for all students. 
● Minimize social disruption for families and staff. 
● Minimize economic losses for families and staff. 

COVID-19 Program Coordinator 

The principal will be the main point of contact. He will work with the district school nurse to communicate, as                    
needed; any concerns, challenges, and issues related to COVID-19 preventive activities with the staff,              
students/families, school and local health officials. 

K-8 Educational Model 

St. John’s Lutheran School will offer the traditional “In Person Model” for the 2020-2021 school year. We                 
will follow a slightly revised school calendar. Any other changes to the calendar will be announced well in                  
advance. Instructional hours will be the same as previous years - 8:30-3:05. 

It is possible that COVID-19 may negatively impact our community during the school year. If this should                 
happen there is a possibility that our school could move to virtual learning. This is never the desire, but school                    
families and teachers must be prepared to do so if needed.  

In Person Learning Guidelines 
 
The following guidelines have been established to reduce the risk of COVID-19 exposure for school families,                
the faculty and staff at our school. While these guidelines are thorough they do not eliminate the risk of                   
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exposure 100%. Parents must recognize that there is an inherent risk in sending their children to school.                 
Therefore, cooperation between parents and school personnel is a must to minimise the risk and help keep our                  
school safe. 

● https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/k12planguide.pdf 
 
Points of Emphasis 
 
The following points of emphasis are woven throughout the remainder of this document to help reduce the risk                  
of COVID-19 exposure for our school families, faculty and staff while improving overall school wellness: 

● Personal Hygiene - Sickness, in general, is reduced when everyone practices good hygiene habits. These               
include frequent hand washing with soap and water for 20 seconds; using hand sanitizers when soap and                 
water are not easily accessible or available; avoid touching your face, mouth, and eyes with your fingers                 
and hands, coughing and sneezing into your sleeve or arm, sanitizing your hands after you blow your                 
nose; and finally staying home when you are sick. 

● Physical Distancing - The CDC defines physical distancing as six feet or more. This has shown to be                  
effective when preventing the spread of COVID-19. In this plan faculty and staff will distance students                
as much as possible. It is important to note that we cannot guarantee that students will remain six feet                   
apart during the day as learning, movement, and play may bring students closer together at times. 

● Health Screening - This begins at home. Parents you must not allow students to come to school if they                   
are showing any COVID-19 symptoms. Student’s temperature must be taken by the parent prior to               
coming to school. 

● Self-contained Classrooms - Whenever possible, classrooms will be self-contained to limit the risk of              
exposure. This will be an important step to limit the number of students to be quarantined if a faculty                   
member or student tests positive for COVID-19. 

● http://www.cdc.gov 
● https://www.health.state.mn.us/ 
● https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/ 

 
Monitoring for Illness 
 
Before leaving for school 

● Teachers will be taking their own temperatures and self-checking every morning for any symptoms of               
illness. If they show signs of illness they are required to stay home. 

● Parents should regularly reinforce good hygiene habits with their children to reduce the risk of illness.                
(washing hands with soap and water, coughing and sneezing into sleeve, avoiding hand to eyes, nose                
and face contact, physical distancing, and no sharing of food and drink with others.) 

● Parents must check their children’s temperature before leaving for school to verify they do not have a                 
fever of 100.4 ℉ or more without the effects of medication. 

● Parents must visually screen their child(ren) for COVID-19 symptoms, which could include multiple             
symptoms such as - flushed cheeks, rapid or difficulty breathing (without recent physical activity),              
fatigue, chills, unusual cough, congestion, vomiting, diarrhea, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell or                
nausea. 

○ We know that many people deal with seasonal allergies and may have some of the symptoms                
mentioned above. If your child(ren) suffers from allergies, they are permitted at school. Parents              
must communicate with the classroom teacher that their child(ren)’s symptoms are related to             
seasonal allergies. This also applies to the faculty and staff. 
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○ We also recognize that a mild cough, runny nose, or sneezing may not warrant the need for a                  
child to stay home. Common sense must be used by both parents and teachers in this situation.                 
Communication is essential to ensure the well being of everyone. 

● By dropping your child(ren) off at school, the parent confirms their child(ren) do/does not have a fever,                 
shortness of breath or any other signs of COVID-19. 

● Staff and students who develop symptoms before the school day begins must stay home. 
 
Arriving at school 

● Bus students will be dropped off at the designated drop off point and enter the school building via Door                   
#1 (on Chestnut St).  

● Parents/guardians/etc who are driving their child(ren) to school will park on 6th street to drop them off                 
between 8:00-8:20am. These students will enter the school building via Door #1(on Chestnut St). 

● Students walking/riding bike to school will enter the school building via Door #1 (on Chestnut St.) 
● All preschool children will enter the building via Door #2 (on Prairie St) 
● Parents will not be allowed inside the school.  
● Upon entering the building, faculty, staff and students must sanitize their hands before proceeding to               

their classrooms. Faculty and staff will check the student's temperature before they go to their               
designated classroom. 

● If a temperature is recorded at 100.4 ℉ or higher, the student must sit in the Principal’s office for ten                    
minutes and have their temperature taken again. If the temperature remains the same the child will be                 
sent home. If their temperature is normal they can attend school. If a faculty or staff member has                  
recorded a temperature of 100.4℉ or higher, they must also wait ten minutes and take their temperature                 
again. If it remains the same they must go home. If their temperature is normal they can proceed with                   
their school day. 

● All students in Kindergarten through eighth grade must wear a mask/gaiter or a face shield during                
the school day. Faculty and staff will also wear a mask or a face shield during the school day. 

 
COVID-19 Symptoms and or Exposure 
 

● Students 
○ If a student or any member of their family has symptoms of COVID-19, the parent must contact                 

the school principal. He will inform faculty and staff. 
○ If a student displays symptoms while at school, the student will be isolated with supervision. A                

parents/guardian will be contacted for immediate pick-up. We also recommend having the            
student tested. 

○ If a student tests negative for COVID-19, he/she must be symptom free, without the use of                
medication,  for 24 hours before returning to school.  

○ If a student hasn’t been tested for COVID-19, he/she must be symptom free, without the use of                 
medication, for 72 hours before returning to school. 

○ In all previous scenarios the principal will contact parents to inform them of the situation. 
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○ If a student tests positive for COVID-19, he/she as well as any siblings in the school must stay                  
home for 14 days and follow the MN Dept. of Health protocols.  

■ The principal will inform parents that there is a positive case of COVID-19 in their               
child’s classroom. 

■ Everyone in the classroom will be encouraged to get tested. 
■ That classroom will shift to distance learning for two days so a deep cleaning can take                

place. 
■ The teacher will work with parents on a plan for continued instruction. 

○ If there are multiple positive cases of COVID-19 within the school building, the school will               
move to distance learning for five days to deep clean the classrooms, hallways, and bathrooms               
before faculty, staff and students will be permitted to return to school. 
 

● Faculty and Staff 
○ If a faculty/staff member or any of their family members have symptoms of COVID-19, they               

must contact the school principal. He will inform the rest of the faculty, staff and parents. 
○ If a faculty/staff member displays symptoms while at school, they will be sent home immediately               

and will be encouraged to get tested.  
○ If a faculty/staff member tests negative for COVID-19, he/she must be symptom free, without              

the use of medication, for 24 hours before returning to school.  
○ If a faculty/staff member tests positive for COVID-19, he/she must stay home for 14 days and                

follow the MN Dept. of Health protocols.  
■ The principal will inform parents that a faculty/staff member has tested positive. 
■ Everyone in that teacher’s classroom will be encouraged to get tested. 
■ That classroom will shift to distance learning so a deep cleaning can take place in the                

classroom, and any other areas of contact by that teacher.. 
● If the teacher is able to continue his/her duties while at home, distance learning              

will take place for the length of the quarantine period. 
● If the teacher is unable to continue his/her duties while at home, classes will be               

cancelled for two days while a long term plan is developed. 
■ The principal will inform parents of a plan for continued instruction. 

○ If there are multiple positive cases of COVID-19 within the school building, the school will               
move to distance learning for five days while a deep cleaning of classrooms, hallways, and               
bathrooms can be done. Faculty, staff and students will be permitted to return to school once the                 
cleaning has been completed. 

■ https://www.cdc.gov 
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Student Absences 
 
We recognize that flexibility and understanding is needed for school attendance. We do not want to penalize a                  
student who remains at home due to quarantine or parents feel uncomfortable sending their child(ren) to                
school.  

● Students who do not come to school because of the aforementioned reasons will not be marked                
absent if they attend classes via the online format Google Meet/Hangout. 

● Teachers will communicate with parents on the method of handing in completed work. 
● If the student is able to work during their quarantine period, all work is due the next day. Parents                   

who request their child(ren) to attend school through the online format will also follow this               
guideline for homework. 

 
Social Distancing and Minimizing Exposure 
 

● Faculty will demonstrate social distancing by utilizing visual cues, signage, and barriers to direct traffic. 
● To help maintain a reasonable level of social distancing, the school will follow these guidelines 

○ School Arrival 
■ After a student’s temperature is taken they will go directly to their lockers to put their                

belongings away. 
■ There will be NO roaming/lingering in the hallways. 

○ Transitions 
■ Hallways 

● Students must stay to their right when using the hallway 
● Talking will be kept to a minimum 

■ Recess/Lunch 
● Lunch will be provided in the fellowship hall. Students will socially distance as             

much as possible. The students will be divided into two lunch periods via             
classrooms. 

● Students will not share their food with fellow students.  
● Because social distancing will be difficult to control during recess, all students            

will wash their hands/use hand sanitizer immediately upon entering the          
building/classroom. 

■ Bathrooms 
● Classrooms will take turns using the bathroom as they practice social distancing. 
● Students need to sanitize their hands before and after going to the bathroom. 
● Bathroom doors will remain propped open to avoid touching the doors.  

○ Classroom Instruction 
■ Efforts will be made to maintain self-contained classrooms to lower the risk of exposure. 
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■ Desks and tables will be separated as much as possible to promote social distancing; we               
cannot guarantee six foot social distancing between the desks and or tables. 

■ Teachers and students will intensify sanitizing practices throughout the day - hand            
washing, use of hand sanitizers, using sanitizing wipes for desks tops and chairs 

■ Students will not share personal school supplies. 
■ Teachers will intensify cleaning and disinfecting efforts on surfaces that are used            

frequently. 
■ Teachers will practice social-distancing guidelines as is practical within a classroom           

setting without hindering the learning environment. 
■ Students must bring refillable water bottles to school. They can use the bottle filling              

station, but the fountain will not be available. Water bottles are taken home every Friday               
to be sanitized and brought back on Monday. 

○ Large Group Gatherings & Calendar Events 
■ Chapel will be held in the church as usual. 

● All faculty and students will wear masks/gaiters or face shields during the service. 
● Classrooms will sit as a group, distancing themselves from each other. 
● There will be no chapel buddies this year. 

■ B.U.I.L.D. is discontinued 
■ Singing in church is discontinued 
■ No decisions have been made for large group calendar events. The risks and guidelines              

will determine if these events take place. 
○ End of the Day Dismissal 

■ Students will use sanitizing wipes to wipe down their desk tops and chairs.  
■ Students will wash their hands/use hand sanitizer before they leave the classroom at the              

end of the day. 
■ First Dismissal - Students that are walking home will be dismissed to gather their items               

from their lockers and must leave the building immediately via door #1 (Chestnut St). 
■ Second Dismissal - Bus students will be dismissed in small groups to gather their items               

from their lockers and line up outside door #1 (Chestnut St.) as they have done in the                 
past with the coviate of social distancing.  

■ Third Dismissal - Students that are getting a ride home will be dismissed in small groups                
to gather their items from their lockers. At this time the process of dismissal is on hold                 
until we know how many buses will be at our location for pickup and drop off. 

■ Fourth Dismissal - Aftercare students will be dismissed to the aftercare classroom as             
soon as the building is cleared. They will be dismissed via door #2 (Prairie St). 

○ After School Activities 
■ Athletics and other co-curricular activities provide experiences that help our students           

become well rounded individuals. Risks and guidelines will determine if these events            
take place. More information will be announced as soon as it is available. 
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Masks/Gaiter or Face Shields 
 

● Students, Faculty and staff are required to wear masks/gaiters or face shields while at school. This is due                  
to the Governor’s Executive order 20-81. Each person is to bring their own mask/gaiter or face shield to                  
school. All non-disposable masks must be appropriate for school. 

● A new or cleaned mask/gaiter or face shield must be worn to school each day. All non-disposable                 
masks/gaiters can be hand washed each night. Face shields can be wiped down each night. 

 
Cleaning and Disinfecting 
 

● The cleaning service will be responsible for the deep cleaning and disinfecting of the classrooms,               
hallways, bathrooms, and high touch areas (doors & door handles, light switches, lockers, water bottle               
filling station, etc.) at the end of each school day.  

● Students will wipe down their desktops and chairs after lunch and at the end of the school day. 
● Students will wipe down their laptops at the end of each day. 

○ http://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/clean.pdf 
○ https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html 

 
Family Vacations 
 

● We recognize that some families like to take a mini vacation during the school year. Please consider                 
when taking a vacation outside of MN you may have to quarantine the kids before they return to school.                   
This is out of Christian love for the faculty, staff, and students. 

 
Finally 
 

● We know that in all things our God is in control of every situation and we need not fear the things                     
of this world.  

● We recognize that the Lord has appointed those in authority to keep us safe. Because of this it is                   
the Lord’s command to obey them unless they go against His Word. (4th Commandment) 

● We recognize that we are a private school and are not under the same requirements as the public                  
school system. Yet out of Christian love we strive to do that which we can that doesn’t go against                   
our Christian faith. 

● Therefore these guidelines are written so we can open our school for face-to-face instruction. Our               
goal is to continue the Christian Education for all of our students. 
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